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)

This Assessment Instruction has the reference to National Assessment Circular 02 of
2020:

. The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the 2020 academic year and as a result, the

assessment needs to be revised for learners, given the phased-in approach and
further contextual uncertainties regarding schooling. The best approach, seemingly,
centres on maximising school-based efforts to utilise available resources, time and
space to develop a plan for critical content, skills, values and attitudes for the 2020
academic year with a view to using part of the 2021 academic year to revise and
remediate 2020 work.

This Assessment Instruction outlines the principles and procedures on the
administration, moderation and quality assurance of Assessment for grades R-9, in
light of the reviewed Annual Teaching Plans (ATPs) to accommodate the adjusted
2020 academic year as specified in Circular S2 of 2020.
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4. With regard to assessment, Circular S2 of 2020 highlighted the following key aspects:

4.1.1n line with the curriculum trimming and reorganisation, summative assessments
in the ATP focuses only on key concepts and skills in the learning process while
formative assessment is emphasised to ensure the mastering of concepts and
skills. Therefore, in SBA, the focus is more on assessment for learning as
opposed to assessment of learning to achieve the learning outcomes of each
grade and subject. In this context, the national framework for curriculum recovery
proposes a reduction in summative assessment to create space for more

teaching time.

4.2.The June examination was cancelled in all grades to allow for more teaching
time. Schools will administer a formal assessment in Grade 4 to Grade 9 subjects
at the end of terms 3 and 4 to identify the learning gaps for remediation in the
current or subsequent grade.

5. In the remainder of the 2020 academic year, SBA must focus on formative
assessment intimately linked to the process of teaching and learning. SBA, with an
emphasis on formative assessment, must become the main tool to judge learner
competencies in the classroom. The collection of evidence generated through both
formative and formal summative tasks in the current grade informs the overall

progression of a learner into the next grade.

6. To ensure that there is clarity and a shared vision on the implementation of
assessment practices, a list of terms relating to formative and summative assessment

has been included in Annexure A for reference.

7. Principles that must be applied in conducting SBA for Grades R-9

Maintain developmentally appropriate approaches to assessment in the Foundation,
Intermediate and Senior Phases.

7.1. Foundation Phase:

In the Foundation Phase SBA constitutes a 100% weighting, and it is achieved
through continuous assessment practices. Assess learners in Grades R-3
continuously to monitor their progress and to make daily instructional decisions. The

following characteristics of continuous assessment are important:
a) Takes place over a period and is ongoing.
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