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World Literacy Day




1. [bookmark: _Toc67240227] What is World Literacy Day?
International Literacy Day is an international observance, celebrated each year on 8 September, that was declared by UNESCO on 26 October 1966 at the 14th session of UNESCO's General Conference.
2. HISTORY OF INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY
Although much progress has been made in improving literacy rates in the more than fifty years since the first International Literacy Day, illiteracy remains a global problem. There are thought to be more than 750 million adults around the world who cannot read. The scourge of Illiteracy spares no nation or culture on earth, including the United States, where an estimated 32 million American adults are illiterate.
What exactly is literacy? Miriam-Webster Dictionary defines literacy as “the quality or state of being literate: educated…able to read and write.” Because you are able to read this post and no doubt spend a lot of time reading online, it may seem incredulous to learn there are people living and working in your own community who not only cannot read this post, but are unable to read a book, a restaurant menu, a road sign, a voting ballot, an instruction manual, a prescription bottle label, or a cereal box.
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Can you imagine navigating modern-day life without the basic ability to read and write? Wiping out illiteracy in every local community around the world is what International Literacy Day is all about. 
International Literacy Day was first conceived at the “World Conference of Ministers of Education on the Eradication of Illiteracy” held in Tehran, Iran in 1965. (Placeholder1) The following year UNESCO took the lead and declared September 8 as International Literacy Day, with the primary purpose being “…to remind the international community of the importance of literacy for individuals, communities and societies, and the need for intensified efforts towards more literate societies.” One year later, the global community accepted the challenge of ending illiteracy by participating in the first International Literacy Day.
3. [bookmark: _Toc67240228]INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY ACTIVITIES
3.1 Donate books to local classrooms
Elementary school classroom libraries always need fresh reading material to keep young students interested in reading. Ask your child’s teachers for a wish list of books they know students will enjoy and donate them to the class. If you don’t have a child in school, ask co-workers or relatives about donating to their children’s classroom libraries. You will be their hero on International Literacy Day.
[bookmark: Literacy][image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc69143736]Figure 2
3.2 Gift a book
Children are naturally curious about the world around them. Reading satisfies their desire to learn and stirs the imagination. Books are much appreciated gifts for birthdays, holidays, or for no reason at all other than to say, “I was thinking about you.” And isn’t International Literacy Day the perfect day to say “I was thinking about you” by giving a book to each of the children in your life? Don’t forget that adults appreciate receiving books as gifts, too.

3.3 Start a community lending library
Gather family, friends, or neighbours together today and start a small lending library in your neighbourhood. In 2009, Todd Bol of Hudson, Wisconsin started the first “Free Little Library” to make book sharing easily accessible and available anytime for people in his community. His concept of “take a book, return a book” is based on the honour system. We love that these little libraries are accessible 24/7 and there are never any late fees or fines.
4. [bookmark: _Toc67240229]FIVE REASONS LITERACY IS IMPORTANT TO EVERYONE
4.1 Brain health
Studies show that giving the brain a daily workout reading, writing and working with numbers keeps brain cells healthy as we age, reducing the chances of developing Alzheimer’s and dementia later in life.
4.2 Community participation
The lack of literary skills limits social engagement at all age levels and prevents adults and children from being able to participate fully and contribute to the betterment of society.
4.3 Effective Communication 
Learning to read and write improves our ability to communicate effectively with others by enhancing oral language, allowing us to express our feelings, thoughts, and ideas with others more clearly. 
4.4 Employment Advancement
Knowing how to read, write and work with numbers are critical skills for jobs with opportunities to advance up the social-economic ladder. Literacy breaks the cycle of poverty, one life at a time.
4.5 Knowledge is Power
Literacy is the key to personal empowerment and gives us personal dignity and self-worth.


5. [bookmark: _Toc67240230]INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY DATES
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	Year
	Date
	Day

	2021
	September 8
	Wednesday

	2022
	September 8
	Thursday

	2023
	September 8
	Friday

	2024
	September 8
	Sunday

	2025
	September 8
	Monday



Adapted from source: https://nationaltoday.com/international-literacy-day/
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