Q4 |, Province of the
A0, | EASTERN CAPE
~ ' EDUCATION

NATIONAL
SENIOR CERTIFICATE

GRADE 12

SEPTEMBER 2013

RELIGION STUDIES P2
MEMORANDUM

MARKS: 150

This memorandum consists of 9 pages.




2

RELIGION STUDIES P2 (SEPTEMBER 2013)

QUESTION 1

11 111

1.1.2

Contemporary inspiration

Inspiration is an extremely important normative source in many
religions.

The term contemporary inspiration refers to inspiration that still
take place today.

In most religions there are figures with followers who believe
were inspired by a higher power or wisdom.

The founding figures in religious history generally claim to be
inspired.

We do not know the names of all the inspired figures, such as
early African Traditional Religion or Hinduism.

However many famous figures who were inspired were Abraham,
Moses, Confucius, Vedvyas, the Buddha, Jesus, Muhammed and
Baha'u’llah.

These figures are believed to have stood face to face with God.
In African Traditional Religion people communicate with their
ancestors and receive messages.

In the Abrahamic faiths they believe that their prophets received
divine inspiration which was written down as their holy scriptures.
In the Eastern religions divine inspiration occurred to a number of
people who became divine teachers.

Baha'u’lla was the founder of the Bahai faith who lived in the 19™
century.

In terms of religious history it is quite recent and he received
divine inspiration.

Sacred books

Writing entered the religious scene roughly four thousand years
ago.

As technology of writing became more prevalent, it increasingly
entered in the texture of tradition itself.

Tradition became more fixed.

Oral traditions which can run parallel to written traditions are very
fluid.

In Hinduism revealed (heard) writings (shruti) are distinguished
from secondary, (remembered) derived from humanly composed
writings.

The sacred book is the Vedas.

In Judaism the primary scriptures are collectively known as the
Tenach. Of these the first group enjoys canonical status.

Of all religions Islam takes more seriously the idea of divine
revelation as perfectly written down.

The Quran itself is generally seen as a perfect copy of original
eternal in scripted tablets in heaven.

Often sacred books do not exist just as an individual writing, but
as parts of larger collections.

An important distinction must be made between primary sources
and commentaries.

(20)
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1.2

e Commentaries are secondary writings.
e They are explanations and applications of the normative primary sources.

e Most religions with sacred books also have many commentaries on
primary scriptures. (20)

Explain the hermeneutical principles of interpreting the normative sources in

any ONE religion.

e The word hermeneutics means to interpret.

e Taken in its traditional context, hermeneutics has meant the attempt by
men and women of either secular or religious view point or bias to interpret
scripture primarily in the light of their own beliefs and secondarily in it.

e Historical context

e The principles of hermeneutics interpretation are:
Grammar and historical context

Clear meaning

Plan, purpose and context

Meaning of words

Figurative language

The consideration of other sacred texts

ok wNE

e The Christian Bible consists of the Old and the New Testaments.
e These scriptures were declared authoritative by the previous faith
communities.
e Never in the history of the Bible has there been only one way of
interpreting Biblical texts.
e According to Islam, the Qur'an is a sacred scripture which contains divine
revelation from God to his messenger.
e Muslim scholars refer to interpretation, commentary, hermeneutics as
“tafsir”.
e The “tafsir’ is a complex term and refers to the comprehensive
understanding and knowledge of the Qur’an.
e It also refers to the process of finding its meaning and to the process of
stating and applying its rules, wisdom and maxims. (20)
[50]



4
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QUESTION 2

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

Nature of divinity
e Christians believe in the existence of a supreme and divine being known
as God.
e God manifests Himself as three persons.
1. God the Father as Creator of the Universe.
2. God the Son as Saviour and Liberator of humanity.
3. And God the Holy Spirit as Counsellor of Christians. (10)

Nature of the world
e According to Christianity in the beginning there was nothing but chaos.
e The book of Genesis says God created the world and the universe in six
days and rested on the seventh day.
e The world was perfect after the Holy Trinity had finished with the creation.
e Human, marine, animal and plants life all belong to God.
e According to Christian understanding the world is subject to the
governance of humanity. (20)

Place and responsibility of humanity in the world
Christians believe the humans were created in the image of God.

e After creating Adam and Eve, God instructed them to look after the Garden
of Eden and the whole of creation.

As co-creators with God humans are God’s representative earth.
God has appointed them to look after his property, the world.
They are accountable to God. (10)

Origin of evil

e According to Christianity God did not create evil when he created the

world.

He created a perfect world and perfect human beings.

Evil was introduced later when Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s

commandments.

Christians call this kind of disobedience ‘sin’.

Christians believe that evil is often used by Satan who was once God'’s

angel, but rebelled against God. (20)

Life after death
e Christians believe that human beings were created immortal.
e However Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s commands.
e The penalty for this sin was death for the human race.
e Even after this condemnation, God still tried to liberate humanity from evil
and death.
e After death Christians envisage a new community that will be marked by
love, sharing and caring. (20)
[50]
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QUESTION 3

3.1

3.2

Discuss the relationship between religion and science.

Science developments have changed our world.

At the deeper level science has challenged the way people look at the
world.

More importantly, science has challenged the very foundations of
traditional religions.

The difficulties between religion and science have emerged in the last four
centuries.

The two approaches became increasingly competitive, even conflicting.

In all cultures religion through the ages has traditionally provided answers
to questions such as the following:
1. How and when the world started.
2. When did humans make their first appearance.

While some religions regarded it as a major conflict, others had less
difficulty in the reconciling their teachings with the theories of science. (20)

Explain the impact that Darwin’s theory of evolution had on creation, according

to Christian belief.

Darwin’s theory consists mainly of four ideas:
1. Species contain a great variety of minor differences
2. Both the world and species change over time
3. In the fight for survival better adapted variations will be favoured while
those that are not will struggle to survive
4. In this way a species may gradually change its form and become more
complex — by developing along a path of successful variation
According to the creationists there can be no doubt that God created the
universe as part of his divine plan for humanity.
Genesis describes how God created the world in six days.
God created Adam and Eve, thus there seems to be no place for theory of
evolution in creation.
Darwin’s work was regarded as controversial by the church.
Darwin’s idea was criticised as follows:
1. There was no evidence in human history for the development of new
species
2. There was no evidence of one species having developed from another
3. The attempts to create new species by cross-breeding tend to be
unsuccessful because the hybrids cannot breed
One of the reasons that Darwin’s idea had such an impact on the church is
that they appeared to provide an alternative explanation which did not
need the idea of an intelligent designer.
Most orthodox and conservative believers insist that these creation myths
should be read as literal truths because if they are false, then it calls into
guestion other beliefs and teachings. (20)
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3.3 Compare the teaching of ONE religion about divinity and the creation of the

universe, with the Big Bang theory.

The Abrahamic religions in particular believe that God created the
universe.

They do not even doubt that belief, i.e. God is the creator.

Most Orthodox and conservative believers insists that these creation myths
should be read as literal truth because if they are false, then it calls into
question other beliefs and teachings.

Some liberal or progressive Jews, Christians and Muslims who are
religious, but do not reject the idea of evolution.

The liberal or progressive Jews, Christians and Muslims argue that if
everything in the universe was created by God, then the process of
evolution is also part of God’s divine plan.

The synthesis of evolution and religious doctrine is referred to as guided or
theistic evolution.

Some religious believers say God was responsible for the ‘Big Bang.

This is the event that scientists claim started life on the universe.

This theory says that about 14 billion years ago, the universe began to
expand and became hotter and hotter until an explosion occurred.

NB: For more information consult “Focus on Religion Studies

Grade 12. pp99 — 101 (20)
[50]

QUESTION 4

4.1 A brief, relevant introduction

One of the pressing issues in SA today is the HIV/Aids pandemic which is
claiming the lives of many South Africans.

In May 2003, religious communities and organisations met to discuss ways

in which it could address the problem of HIV/Aids at the first conference of

the region.

It must be treated with all the sensitivity it deserves.

It calls for love and compassion. (6)

4.2 The causes of the social problem

HIV/Aids is still one of the evils of our society

NB:

The causes of HIV/Aids

Unprotected sex

Sleeping around

Multiple partners

Rape

Belief that a virgin can cure HIV/Aids
Overcrowded prisons

ok wNE

Any relevant point will be credited or acceptable. (6)
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4.3

4.4

4.5

Factors contributing to how it spreads

e Poverty is one major factor

e Unemployment

e Multiple partners

e Unsafe sex

NB: Any relevant point will be honoured & credited (10)

Refer to the teachings of at least TWO religions to illustrate solutions to the
social problem selected or identified

Refer to the teachings of at least TWO religions to the Aids pandemic
e Religious teachings in every faith emphasize the sanity of the family unit
and warn of severe consequences of adultery.
Christianity teaching
1. No sex before marriage.
2. Monogamy is encouraged.
3. Faithfulness to one partner is encouraged.
4. Adultery is condemned.
Islamic teaching
Adultery is wrong.
It opens the ways to other evils.

NB: Any relevant point will be credited. (10)

Practical steps or strategies to address it

The various religious communities agreed to take the following action by
committing, implementing the following principles:

e Love, compassion, responsibility, dignity and non-judgementalism towards
people living with HIV/Aids.
Education and openness around sex and sexuality.
Condemning discrimination against people living with HIV/Aids.
Recognising unity in diversity.
Encouraging open discussion and dialogue around sensitive issues.
Religious leaders of all communities to educate their followers about
HIV/Aids so that people living with the disease would not be discriminated
against.
e The religious leaders should put pressure on the government to provide
access to treatment to those affected. (18)
[50]



8

RELIGION STUDIES P2 (SEPTEMBER 2013)

QUESTION 5

5.1

5.2

Identify and discuss TWO themes which you consider to be important topics for

a world parliament of religions. Give reasons for your choices.

POVERTY

Poverty the major evil of our society
It brings sufferings to the families

Most people especially the youth tend to resort to house breaking because

of poverty

It makes poor people to be exposed to diseases and illnesses
They end up in prostitution

Families get fragmented because of poverty

Children die because of poverty

Learners end up drop-outs and go to look for jobs

CRIME

NB:

Discuss TWO possible outcomes (or results) that you would expect from such

It takes various forms i.e. murder, rape and house breaking
Human trafficking

Nepotism is common nowadays and needs to be condemned
Crime threatens business

Corruption is crime and is escalating at an alarming rate

At all levels of our society there is surprising increase of crime in both
public and private sectors

Embezzlement of funds of any organisations, be they religious,
governmental and/or private sector in general, is forbidden
Fraud is very prevalent and needs to be dealt with strongly and
uncompromisingly

Any relevant fact will be honoured.

a conference.

Strategies to address poverty

Alleviation of poverty in practical way

Reduction of poverty

Eradication of poverty

Taking immediate care of hard-poverty stricken people
Introduction of successful projects

Crime will be dealt with mercilessly

Criminals at all levels will be brought to book

If found guilty severe punishment to be imposed

No free bails for rapists, murderers

No president’s paroles for murderers, rapists, bank robbers, car
hijackers, etc.

(20)

(12)
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5.3

5.4

Describe the religious composition within your community and explain the need

for interreligious dialogue.

e Mostly Christians and Muslims

e The Christian denominations are AICs, Protestants, Pentecostals

e The current interreligious dialogue is through S.A.C.C.

e There is a great need for interreligious dialogue between Christians and
Muslims.

NB: Any relevant fact will be credited.
Since 1994, South Africa has had no serious incidents of religious conflicts.

What steps has the South African government taken to ensure peaceful co-
existence among the various religions in the country.

e Religious freedom was promoted

e Religious tolerance was encouraged

Dutch Reformed Church was no longer given special treatment by
government

All religions operate freely and they also need to respect one another
There is no religion that receives special favours

Different ecumenical bodies are allowed to air their views freely

In matters of conflict e.g. Marikana case, S.A.C.C. has been allowed to
take part but within the context of S.A Constitution

NB: Any relevant fact will be credited.

TOTAL:

(8)

(10)
[50]
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