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2 RELIGION STUDIES P1 (NOVEMBER 2014)

SECTION A
QUESTION 1 (COMPULSORY)

1.1 1.1.1 Patriarchy — Refers to the social system that has been in place
over in most of the world for centuries, in which the male and
father is in charge over the family, and in society. (2)

1.1.2 State religion — A state religion is a religion that is supported by
the state. (2)

1.1.3 Meditation — A wide variety of spiritual exercises or techniques
which are undertaken to achieve religious results. (2)

1.1.4 Syncretism — When one religion incorporates the teachings,
beliefs or practices of another religion. (2)

1.1.5 Religious imperialism — Refers to the way powerful religions
spread to other countries and become the main religions in these
countries, converting the people away from the religions they
followed before. (2)

1.2 1.2.1 F — The five daily prayers that every Muslim man and woman

must offer.
1.2.2 A — African Traditional Religion (2)
1.2.3 E — Hinduism (2)
1.2.4 B — Christianity (2)
1.2.5 D — Buddhism (2)
1.2.6 C —Islam (2)

1.3 1.3.1 FALSE

132  TRUE
133 TRUE
134  TRUE
1.35 TRUE (5x2) (10

1.4 Steps in revitalisation of religion.

e o 0o o o
W>MOO

(5x2)  (10)
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(NOVEMBER 2014) RELIGION STUDIES P1 3

15 They celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. (2)
1.6 e Life cycle rituals (rites of celebration)

e Commemorative rituals (rites of memorial)

e Sacrificial rituals (rites of sacrifice)

e Seasonal rituals (3)
1.7 e Islam

e Christianity

e Buddhism

e Baha'i religion
NB: Any three of the above. 3)

TOTAL SECTION A: 50
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SECTION B
QUESTION 2
2.1 2.1.1

2.1.2

2.1.3

214

2.1.5

2.2 221

222

2.2.3

Copyright reserved

A miracle is a supernatural act or deed. (2)

Rituals are special acts that are performed at special times in a
specific or prescribed way.

Rituals also refer to a task that is performed very solemnly or
seriously.

The acts people perform when they practice religion are called
rituals.

A ritual brings people together with common beliefs and
interests.

It allows them to celebrate and remember their history.

Rituals satisfy a part of being a human that cannot be
explained logically.

Rituals strengthen the ties between people and that which they
perceive to be divine.

NB: Any relevant explanation will be credited. (bx2) (10

She demonstrated her faithfulness and purity by walking on fire. (2)

They are respected just as men are (treated equally as men).
They have a prominent role in the religion.
The fire walking festival is based on the heroic act of woman.
2x2) @4

The worshippers walk barefoot through a pit of hot coals. (2)

Solemn or serious actions that are carried out in the same way

every time.

Many include particular gestures, words, clothing and other
non-visual symbols.

Usually mark a special movement in the life of a religion, or a

rite of passage of an individual in the community. (2x2) (4)

Rites of passage are ceremonies.
Rituals that mark transitions
Or changes from one stage of life to another. (2x2) (4)

Learners may mention any THREE of the following:

Birth rites

Initiation/puberty rites

Marriage rites

Death rites (2x3) (6)
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2.3 o

Religions use symbols in order to express ideas that often cannot be
easily explained in words.

Religion is concerned with the issues like the meaning of life and death,
what is beyond and divine.

These are not easy to speak about and the language of symbols helps to
give expression to these experiences. (3x2)

2.4 Examples of visual symbols — words, pictures and statues.
Examples of non-visual symbols — sounds, smells, gestures and actions.

2.5 e Examples when a symbol functions as a sign of something clearly visible,
like a badge to identify a person or a building, then we say that it is
representing something.

e When a symbol is used to try and express a deep truth or complex ideas,
rather than presenting them, it is a representing symbol.

e Their connection is not as direct as when symbols (as a sign) represent
the identity of a person or a building. (3x2)

QUESTION 3

3.1 3.1.1 Guru Nahak was the founder of Sikhism.

3.1.2 It was founded about 500 years ago.

3.1.3 Sikhism is to be found in India and Pakistan. Many Sikhs went to

Britain in the 1960s in search for work.

3.14 Sikhism was based on Islam and Hinduism.

3.1.5 Sikhism share the same belief in the cycle of birth, death and

rebirth with Hinduism, and the belief that there is only one god,
which is the central belief in Islam.

3.2 e Atheory is a device which attempts to explain a phenomenon or event.

e It has to be tested or approved before it can be accepted as a true
adequate explanation.

e Atheory is a set of ideas that explains why something happens or
exists.

e The basic function of a theory is to help us see connections between
things.

e Theories are like maps, they help us see the bigger picture.

NB: Any relevant fact will be credited. 5x2)

Copyright reserved

(6)

(4)

(6)
[50]

(2)
(2)

(2)
(2)

(2)

(10)
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3.3

3.4

3.5

Functionalist theories attempt to explain the purpose of religion in society as

a way of helping people cope with life’s difficulties.

They give people hope and meaning in the face of meaninglessness, euvil

and suffering.

Yinger, who is a functionalist theorist, suggests that religion is more about
believing in something, and not so much about the objective of belief.

So according to him, there does not have to be a God or supernatural being.

If people believe in something outside of themselves, and this helps them

find answers to the ultimate questions, then it is a religion.

(Emile Durkheim and Hans Mol’s theories will be credited.) (10)

Karl Marx’s ideas about the failure of capitalism to look after the needs of
the working class have influenced his ideas about economics.

He saw how wealthy industrialists and factory owners exploited workers
paying them very little and forcing them to work in terrible conditions.

He believed that religion helped to maintain inequalities that were a source
of conflict between the different classes in society, as they preach a gospel
of acceptance of hardship with a view to earning a place in heaven.

They did not challenge the injustice and the greed of the superiors, but
placed the burden of struggle on the workers.

Marx’s idea influenced theologians to develop more critical ideas about
religion and its role in society — to challenge the unjust structures in society.  (10)

Conflict theories see religion as playing a negative role in society.

They are even leading to conflict.

They say social systems live religions help support inequalities, even
through force.

Feminist theology can be considered an example of a conflict theory.

It examines the way how religions marginalise and exclude women from
religious power and participation in structures.

NB: Learners/Candidates:

May mention examples of exclusionary mechanisms in different religions, e.g.

from leadership in religious structures and public rituals. They should name

religions where this happens. (10)

[50]
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QUESTION 4
4.1 4.1.1 Structured interview — in this type of interview the questions have
been formulated carefully and would be asked in a strict order.
Unstructured interview — questions are not formulated beforehand.
The questions usually present themselves as the interview unfolds. (4)
4.1.2 (Any THREE of the following.)
e Ask some open-ended questions. These need more than a
single word as an answer. They often start with these words:
What? Why? When? Who? Where? How?
e Ask some close questions. These need single word answers.
For example YES/ NO.
e Avoid double-barrelled questions which ask two things at once.
For example: What are the roles of women and how do they feel
about this?
e Keep questions short and to the point. (6)
413 o What are some roles that women occupy in the religious
community?
o What work do women do in the religious community?
o Do women make decisions?
o How do women feel about their place in the religious
community?
o If women are not included in leadership, why is this so?
o Would things have been different, if women were leaders in
the religious community?
NB: Any question in this fashion will be credited. (20)
4.2 421 o Creation myths
o Stories that explain natural phenomena.
o Myths about a great flood.
o Myths of the mother goddess.
o Hero/Founder legends.
o How the world began.
o Conflict between good and evil.
o Origin of natural events of life and death. (5)
4.2.2 e Myths help people understand how the world works
e by providing stories to explain aspects of life that are difficult to
comprehend,
e e.g. how the world began (with examples of various creation
myths).
e Natural phenomena (with examples).
e How society is organised with an example — it can be either a
matriarchy or patriarchy or both.
NB: Any relevant point will be credited. (5x2) (10)

Copyright reserved
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4.3 43.1

4.3.2

4.3.3

Copyright reserved

Learners will express their ideas, but should include some of
the following:

e The Industrial Revolution in the 17" and 18™ centuries
introduced the modern era and with it came the shift to an age
of machines and movements to the cities, away from farms
and agricultural pursuits, to factories and urban living.

¢ Scientific discoveries challenged beliefs and people’s
independence on religion to resolve their needs. They also
gave people a sense of their own ability to control their own
destiny.

¢ Lifestyles changed dramatically and so did traditional religious
beliefs and practices.

¢ The demands of city life and a more technological society
meant there was less time for religion, and there were no
longer religious rituals based on the agricultural seasons and
festivals. (5)

e Post-modernism stands for a shift in thinking in response to
what is considered the failure of the modern era.

e They respond to the global challenges — large-scale poverty,
wars, and loss of hope and meaning. For many this situation
has been interpreted as a failure of both science and religion.
Post-modern thinkers argue that there is no objective truth.

e Knowledge is constructed or shaped by particular realities.
They pay attention to what women know, the poor know, and
what cultures know — this is knowledge that was suppressed
by dominant groups in society.

NB: Any relevant point will be credited. (5)

Religion has responded in different ways to the challenges of
post-modernism, for example by:

e Withdrawing from modern society completely and creating
their own self-contained societies. An example is the Amish
in the United States.

e Trying to enforce traditional laws and practices, like the
Taliban in Afghanistan.

¢ Finding ways to adapt and practice their religion in the
modern life e.g. Orthodox Jews and Muslims.

e Engaging with the challenges and finding new ways to speak
about religions/spiritual matters/science in relation to these
challenges.

NB: Any relevant response will be credited. 5)
[50]

TOTAL SECTION B: 100
GRAND TOTAL: 150
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