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RELIGION STUDIES P2 (NOVEMBER 2014)

QUESTION 1

1.1 Discuss how the various religions develop under the following headings:

1.1.1 Indigenous religions

Indigenous is a name we can use for religions that started in
ancient times as the beliefs and practices of usually small local
tribal societies.

They were found all over the world.

Others may still be found in all the continents and in many of the
larger islands, despite attempts to convert them by the major
missionary religions, especially Christianity, Islam and Buddhism.
While indigenous religions are all different from one another, they
tend to have some aspects in common, such as oral, rather than
written sacred stories and teachings.

People following indigenous religions do not tend to think of
religions as one aspect or part of their life.

There is not even a separate name for religion; instead religion is
woven into who they are and what they do.

In South Africa, African religion first developed among the San
Bushman and was influenced by their hunter gatherer way of life.
Although there are no written records or scriptures to give
information about the San religion, their rock art is thought to show
aspects of their beliefs and worldview.

The Khoekhoen were closely related to the San Bushman, but
most of them kept cattle.

Their form of African religion was thus adapted to their way of life.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.)

1.1.2 Extinct Ancient religions

Copyright reserved

Extinct ancient is a term we can use for the religion of Ancient
Egypt, Ancient Mesopotamia, Ancient Persia, Ancient Greece and
Ancient Rome.

These religions spread throughout the empires of these powerful
countries, as they took over other countries, less powerful than
themselves.

These religions had various aspects in common, although they
were different from one another.

They all tended to have gods who were responsible for keeping
the universe in order.

In the Egyptians, for example, the highest of all the gods was Ra,
the sun god.

He was the lord of the universe and created everything.

(10)
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Apart from a version of Zaroastrianism, no other religion in this
group has survived.

What has happened is that, they influenced the religions of people
with whom they had contact.

The Egyptian religion influenced the Hebrew people, who
developed Judaism.

Zoroastrianism influenced all Abrahamic religions.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)

1.1.3 Traditional religions

This is the name we can give to the living world religions, dating
back many hundreds and sometimes thousands of years.
Those religions are:

o Abrahamic religions

o Religions of India

o Religions of China and Japan

Abrahamic religion: Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

We called them Abrahamic religions simply because they are
monotheistic.

They emphasise a belief in one God.

Judaism has the central idea of a covenant between God and the
Jewish people.

God’s side of the covenant is to protect and provide for his people.
Christianity started as a movement within Judaism.

Christians believe that Jesus fulfilled the Jewish prophesy of the
Messiah.

Islam, developed later in the same part of the world as Judaism
and Christianity, shares some of the sacred stories of Jews and
Christians, as well as their prophets.

Muslims believe that Allah revealed the final truth to the Prophet
Muhammad, and that therefore the teachings of Islam go beyond
the teachings of both Judaism and Christianity.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (10)

1.2 Briefly explain the following concepts in the context of religion:

1.2.1 Evangelism

Copyright reserved

It is a form of mission which focuses on fallen or non-active
members of their religion rather than outsiders.

It means to convert one religion to another, for example the
Christian beliefs.

Those who do this work are called evangelists, and they either do
this work in their home country, or as missionaries in other
countries.

In Islam, the work of spreading the teachings is known as ‘Da
Wah', which means “issuing a summons’ or ‘making an invitation’.

Please turn over



4 RELIGION STUDIES P2 (NOVEMBER 2014)

e The word ‘evangelise’ comes from the Greek word translated as
‘evangelion’.

e The Christian gospels written by the four evangelists are
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

(Any relevant answers should be credited.) (8)
1.2.2 Proselytising

e |ts meaning is similar to evangelism.

¢ |t has a stronger meaning, and some involve forcing others to
believe or convert to another religion.

e Oiriginally, the word ‘Proselyt’ was used to refer to a non-Jew (a
gentile) who wanted to convert to Judaism.

e Now it is used to refer to any religion worldview when adherents
try to convert others to their point of view, in a forceful or coercive
way.

e Coercion can be exercised by promising healing, if people
change their belief or even offering financial incentives and
rewards.

e Proselytisers have even been known to use violence

¢ Violating and destroying places of worship, sacred symbols and
texts of other religions.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (6)
1.2.3 Ecumenism

e Ecumenism is derived from one Greek word ‘oikoumene’ which
means the whole inhabited world.

e It was originally used to refer to advancing a vision of unity
among the different Christian church communities that had
formed after the death of Jesus.

e A number of ecumenical councils were called to determine
common beliefs and practices for the Christian churches.

e Nowadays, it refers to activities aimed at finding denominations,
which developed after the Reformation in Europe in the 15™ and
16™ centuries.

e Whereas before there had only been the Roman Catholic Church.

e Now there were many different Christian denominations, e.g. the
Anglican Church, Methodist, Lutherans, Baptists, etc.

e The ecumenical movement is trying to build bridges across these
centuries of division without forcing an opinion or disrespecting
the views of those who are different.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (6)
[50]
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QUESTION 2

21 2.1.1 Dialogue of life:

e Itis the most common form of dialogue.

e |t refers to the relationships of different faiths.

e Developed at home, at school and in the work place, for example,
people celebrate each other’s birthday, attend each other’s church
services during times of sufferings.

e They draw on values of their different beliefs and traditions and of
their common humanity.

e Members volunteer basic services in hospitals on Christmas Day.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (10)
2.1.2 Dialogue of action:

e This dialogue depends on mutual understanding and trust.

e Many opportunities for serving the community emerge as people of
different faiths grow in confidence and learn to trust each other.

e The commitment to resist all forms of human injustice.

e To break down barriers of race and sex.

e The commitment to serve the community in education, health care
to other social services.

e The struggle against the unequal distribution of resources.

(Any relevant answers should be credited.) (10)

2.1.3 Dialogue of discourse:

e Usually involves the leaders of different faiths.

They listen to one another in an effort to understand each other’s
religion on a deeper level.

To identify points of similarity and difference.

Together they try to solve modern problems.

Watch inter-religious discussions on television.

Form of National Religious Leader Forum. (NRLF) in South Africa.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (10)

2.2 Religious communities and their leaders played a very important role in
the struggle against apartheid in South Africa:

¢ Many religious communities played a vital role in the struggle against
racism of the National Party’s rule.

e The National Party’s rule abused religion to justify apartheid.

e From the 1950’s leaders from different faith communities stood up and
were united.

Copyright reserved Please turn over
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They fought for justice, equality and non-racism.

In 1984, members of different faiths such as Hindus, Jews, Muslims and
Christians formed the World Conference on Religion and Peace. (WCRP)
The South African Council of Churches was formed in 1986 and played an
important role in the struggle against apartheid.

The Call of Islam was formed in 1964.

The Jews for Justice was formed in 1985 and also played a vital role in the
struggle for freedom.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu was an outspoken critic of the apartheid
government.

In 1984, Desmond Tutu won the Noble Peace Prize for his role in the fight
against apartheid, and for encouraging the involvement of religious
communities to bring about the free and just South Africa.

Dr Allan Boesak, a religious leader, also fought against apartheid.

Dr Boesak was a president of the World Council of Churches.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.)

QUESTION 3

3.1 Unemployment, poverty, child abuse, crime and HIV/Aids, are some of
the biggest social problems in South Africa. Explain the contributions
that religious communities can make to address ONE of these social
problems.

(For the purpose of this memorandum HIV/Aids are discussed.)

To give them responsibility in their congregation.

To conduct workshops as to give them more information around their
problem.

Pastoral care.

Involve them in their activities.

Involve them in projects like gardening, woodwork, etc.

Give them healthy food.

Get help from professionals to council them.

Train others to take care of them.

Ask assistance from government institutions.

Make the community aware of the consequences of this problem.
Take care of their dependents.

Work together with NGO'’s.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.)

Copyright reserved
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[50]

(20)
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3.2 Critically analyse the relationship between religion and the state by
referring to the following:

3.2.1 Theocratic state:

A theocracy is a form of government in which a Supreme Being is
recognised as the head of government.

It is the form of government in which the Supreme Being’s
commandments are seen to be the law.

Governments on earth are carried out by the Priests or Kings.
Archaeologists believe that early Jewish, Tibetan and Egyptian
societies were all theocracies at different times.

Modern day Iran tries to be an Islamic theocracy.

In Israel, there are many Ultra-Orthodox Jewish social and political
movements that promote idea that Israel should become a
theocracy.

There are two kinds of theocracy-the first kind is when people
believe that the king himself is an incarnation of God.

The second kind is when the state is run by priests who are believed
to have a special connection to transcendent God.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.)

3.2.2 State religion

A state religion is when one patrticular religion is recognized as the
official religion of the country and is supported by the government.
A relationship between the government and the state in this
situation can vary from country to country.

Sometimes a religion is recognised as the official state religion of a
country, but does not get any special privileges.

In other cases, the state religion receives financial support from the
government.

When a country has one official religion, it does not always mean
that the country does not protect the right to choose one’s own
religion or that it will discriminate against other religions.

The degree of religious freedom depends on the government and its
laws.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.)

3.2.3 Secular state:

Copyright reserved

It is when a country chooses to be a secular state.

This means, it does not see itself as either religious or anti-religious.
In this case a country tries to keep religion and state separate from
each other.

The government does not officially support, or oppose any religion.

(10)

(10)
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Many countries have adopted secularism as a way of making sure
that all religions enjoy the same treatment and rights, especially in
countries that are made up of many different religious communities.
A secular state tries to ensure that its government policies and laws
are not influenced by a community’s religious beliefs and practices.
South Africa is an example of a secular state.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (10)

QUESTION 4

[50]

4.1 Explain the contribution each of the following religious organisations can
make to improve the quality of life of people in the world.

4.1.1 World Parliament of Religions: (WPR)

The Parliament of the World’s Religions met for the first time in
Chicago in 1893, to gather different religious groups together in
search for answers, to issues affecting the whole world.

Since then, it has met again in Chicago in 1993, in Cape Town in
1999, in Barcelona in 2004 and in Melbourne in 2009.

In 1993, there was a conference in Chicago. All participants signed
the declaration that set out a number of principles for a global ethos
(morality).

It stressed that, in addition, to talking about human rights, it is also
important to talk about human responsibilities.

In 1999, the Cape Town Parliament began with a display of
International Aids to highlight the pandemic of Aids in Southern
Africa.

The event went on to emphasise issues of religions, spiritual and
cultural identity,

Approaches to inter-religious dialogue and the role of religion in
response to the critical issues facing the world today.

(Any relevant answers should be credited.) (20)

Copyright reserved

Please turn over



(NOVEMBER 2014)

RELIGION STUDIES P2 9

4.1.2 World Council of Churches: (WCC)

The WCC was set up in 1948.
One of its focuses is to develop co-operation across the different
religious traditions.
It has published two important texts to assist this process:
- Guideline on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and
Ideologies in 1979.
- Theological discoveries through interfaith dialogue in 1995.
The WCC encourages dialogue in three ways:
- Through involvement in community alongside people of other
faiths and ideologies.
- Through dialogue with people of other faiths.
- Through action in the community, taking active steps to
redress prejudice, distortion and insensitivity.

(Any relevant answers should be credited.) (20)

4.1.3 World Conference of Religions for Peace: (WCRP)

It was founded in 1970, as a forum where leaders from the
different religions could meet and discuss common problems and
together try to find solutions for world peace.

It has met every five years since then.

It is committed to respect cultural differences while at the same
time celebrating the common humanity of all.

The WCRP is active on every continent and has played a role in
some of the conflicts spots in the world.

There is a branch in South Africa.

It aims to create dialogue with people across religious tradition and
to draw on the resources that religious people have to share in
order to bring about peace.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (10)

4.2 Discuss the view of any TWO religions about leisure, rest and recreation.

(For this memorandum, Christianity, and Judaism are discussed.)

Judaism:

In Judaism, keeping the Sabbath as a day of rest.

It is an important religious activity.

It starts on Friday sunset until Sunday sunrise.

During this period, no work is done.

No one is allowed to participate in leisure activities which are work

related.

Copyright reserved

Please turn over



10 RELIGION STUDIES P2 (NOVEMBER 2014)

Christianity:

e For most Christian groups, the Sabbath is a day of rest.

e It lasts from Saturday midnight to Sunday midnight.

e The Seventh day Adventist and Ibandla LamaNazaretha follow the older
Jewish ideal of keeping the Sabbath on a Saturday.

¢ In many countries including South Africa, law enforced Sunday
observance.

e Cinemas, theatres and pubs were not allowed to be open on Sundays.

e This law was recently relaxed to be less strict.

(Any relevant answer should be credited.) (20)
[50]

TOTAL: 150
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