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SECTION 1: (General overview of Candidate Performance in the question paper 
as a whole) 
 Generally, the learner performance is not as good as expected in most 

centres. With the new structure candidates were expected to perform 
well because they focus only on Finance, Data Handling and Probability 
in Paper 1.  
There are responses that show that some candidates lack basic 
mathematical literacy skills that should have been covered in grade 10 
and 11 in 2020 and 2021 respectively. 
The 2022 grade 12 were the most affected by the Covid 19 lock down 
and rotational teaching in grades 10 and 11. 
They missed scoring marks in the questions that are meant to be easy 
since they were pitched at cognitive level 1. 
Some of these questions include the very first question 1.1.1 that required 
to identify the prices given in the table whether data is numerical or 
categorical. In this question 53% got 0 marks from the Rasch sample of 100 
candidates.  
In 1.1.2 the question asked about the exchange rate, candidates got 
confused on what to extract from the table to correctly answer the question. 
Candidates performed poorly in the paper as seen from the Rasch sample of 
100 scripts, at 52% overall pass.  
This is a sample of 100 scripts out of about 53 985 scripts and may not be a 
true reflection of the population. However, it gives a good insight on the 
performance especially the details about the questions. If the sample is to 
be represent performance of the 2022 candidates in Mathematical Literacy 
P1, then the results for the province in Mathematical Literacy may not be 
good especially in quality aspect.  

 The performance of the candidates in various questions as from the same 
sample indicate the following passes. 

Question 1 2 3 4 5 Overall 
%Pass 62 49 54 45 52 52 
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 The graph indicating the above results is sketched below. 

 

 
 

  

SECTION 2: Comment on candidates’ performance in individual questions (It is 
expected that a comment will be provided for each question). 
QUESTION 1 
(a) General comment on the performance of candidates in the specific 

questions. Were the questions well answered or poorly answered?   
 This is a fairly well answered question at 62% Pass based on the Rasch 

sample with the subsection 1,1 at 66%, 1,2 at 57% and 1,3 at 60%.  The 
graph presentation of the performance in question is shown below . 
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(b) Why was the question poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 
indicate common errors committed by candidates in this question, and 
any misconceptions. 

1.1 The findings from the marking process as to the mistakes candidates made 
are discussed below per sub-question. 

 1.1.1 Though the question was answered fifty-fifty 
Candidates could not differentiate between categorical and 
numerical data. Others even wrote both terms which means they 
could not understand what the question required. 

 1.1.2 Candidates still confuse ascending and descending order. 
Some candidates arranged in descending order  instead of 
ascending or missed one of the given values or even arranged 
the wrong column! 

 1.1.3. Most candidates were able to identify the cheapest store. 
 1.1.4. Multiplying the price by the number of socks in a pack. 
 1.1.5. Candidates still struggle with rounding. They rounded incorrectly. 

Challenge with the question is Rounding to context i.e., Rands 
and Cents. Second part is that of leaving cents having three 
digits e.g., R17,198 instead of R17,20. Third part is that of omitting 
Zero that is not shown by the calculator e.g., R1 251.5 instead of 
R1 251,50 (this applies also in the next question 1.1.5) 

 1.1.5 They misunderstood the question or did not finish reading it, 
hence they multiplied the values/prices by the number of items 
to find the value of P. 
An emphasis on writing money in 2 decimal places must be 
made. 

 1.1.6(a) Could not define probability correctly according to the context 
so most could not get full marks. 

 1.1.6(b) 
 

Rounding was the problem. Most left the answer in 2 decimal 
places (Inability to read the instruction accurately) 

1.2  The results from the sampled 100 scripts showed a performance 
of 49% on the question which means that more than half of the 
candidates couldn’t answer the question correctly.  

 1.2.1. Poorly answered by most learners as they had to define 
investment according to given context. 

 1.2.2. Some candidates multiplied the amount by 12 while others by 2 
which indicated that they still can’t read off the correct 
information from a given text. 

 1.2.3 Poorly answered. The candidates could not interest earned over 
a period of 24-months. 

 1.2.4. This question was averagely answered by learners even though 
wasted time doing long calculations for only 2 marks.   

1.3  Many answered the question correctly even though they didn’t 
get full marks. 

 1.3.1 Most could identify that it’s a bar graph but the type has various 
answers, e.g. combined, double, vertical etc. 

 1.3.2 Most learners were able to identify the type of fuel needed 
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 1.3.3 It was answered fairly well. The challenge was with some learners 
who can’t convert cents to Rands.  Rounding to the nearest 
R0,50 was the first time rounding asked 

 
(c) Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning. 
   Teachers must use CAPS document to guide them so that they 

teach candidates correctly and cover all parts of the topic. 
  Share exam guidelines with the candidates so that they will know 

how to define terms used in a topic, write acronyms and all other 
relevant information. 

  More written work should be given to candidates so that they will 
identify their mistakes and rectify them. 

  Teachers must make sure they teach concept of rounding in 
contexts. Teaching candidates Data Handling, should be done 
thoroughly including the process and not only summary. There is 
a need to teach Candidates the skills of drawing and 
interpretation of graphs in various topics and contexts. The 
emphasis of using scale is fundamental and cannot be over-
emphasized. 

   
(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of 

candidates 
 Educators should train their candidates to analyze the given extracts or 

tables or graphs well to use the correct information required by the 
question. This will prevent misunderstanding of the questions. Candidates 
must be told to skip a line when answering questions on their answer books 
because they mess up their numbering of answers. 
It was clear that these candidates struggled with the understanding of 
English as a language of teaching and learning. 

(e) Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors and teacher 
development. 

 To develop workshop materials to use when training teachers in Data 
Handling. 
More emphasis should be on conversion, rounding off and decimal 
numbers(values). The first term or opening meeting must have educators 
assigned by the Subject Advisors to present the Chief Marker’s report, 
Diagnostic report and Examination Guidelines. 



QUESTION 2 
(a) General comment in the performance of candidates in Question 2. Was 

the question well answered or poorly answered? 
 The Question was generally poorly answered and from the sample, the 

performance indicates 49%. The performance in sub-questions from same 
sample indicate 59% in 2.1 and 38% in 2.2.  
This is the longest question based on various sub topics under finance for 
34 marks.  
It was a question testing Finance which covers 60 ±5% of the paper. 
Candidates must be taught well in Finance to pass Paper 1. 
  

                           

 
 

  
(b) Why was the question poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 

indicate common errors committed by candidates in this question, and 
any misconceptions. 

2 Despite the performance being good in this question at 59%, there are 
errors picked up during the marking. They are pointed out per sub-
question. 
Language remains a challenge to most candidates whose English is a 
second language. This is reflected in Candidate’s lack of understanding of 
questions or scenario especially in 2.2.  

   
2.1 2.1.1 Well-answered by most. Common error was to write down the 

account number incorrectly (missing 1 digit) e.g., 2388350 
2.1.2 Candidates managed to add the premiums but failed to deduct 

the discount to get the monthly premium after discount. Many 
attempted the question but very few obtained full marks 

2.1.3 Could not calculate percentage discount. Many only got 1 out 3 
marks 

2.1.4 Many managed to write the correct amount (the excess value) but 
didn’t know what to do about it. 

2.1.5 Candidates determined the 15% VAT but forgot to divide by 115 as 
the VAT was already included on the amount. E.g., 15/100 x 
R2184,21 which was zero marks. 
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2.1.6 Incorrect reference made when doing comparison. E.g. VW Polo 
beautiful than a Toyota. Limited knowledge about cars and their 
insurances especially those from disadvantaged areas 

 2.1.7 Inability to express what they want to say as the expected answer 
due to language barrier. Mostly answered correctly 

2.2  Average was only 38% which indicate that the question was poorly 
answered due to the tariff tables that were given with information 
that confused them. 

 2.2.1 Candidates are failing to understand the concept of rounding the 
verbatim struggle to round to the nearest ten. 

2.2.2 Candidates failed to understand the concept of reverse in tariffs, 
by looking for the price before increase. 

2.2.3 Tariff table in m2 and the one with increase from the previous 
confused the candidates. Some could identify the correct tariff 
and kl but didn’t know what to do with the increase 

2.2.4 Another question that required explanation. Such question is a 
disadvantage to those who are having a challenge with language. 
They could not be able to express what they really wanted to say. 
In addition, it required to information from the previous question. 

   
(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning 
   Candidate should be prepared by teachers about the new format 

of paper 1, expecting L1 – L4 questions. 
   Learners should be taught terminologies in context. 
   Using different textbooks, find more resources. 
   Teachers should be able to allow the consistent teaching from 

grade 10 – 12.   
   Using old fashion/ learning with multiplication and division of 

numbers. 
   Teachers should teach the candidates to learn the subject of the 

formula also doing inverse calculations and calculating VAT when 
VAT is included and calculating values excluding VAT, when to 
divide by 1,15 or multiply by 1,15. 

   Teachers should encourage candidates to use and understand the 
use of different calculators, especially basic calculators with 
method. 
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QUESTION 3 

(a) General comment in the performance of candidates in the specific 
question. Was the question well answered or poorly answered? 

  The question was performed at 54% slightly above average as from 
the sample. It was a question examining Data Handling for a total 
of 24 marks. It had a lot of reading with understanding the table in 
3.1 and graph in 3.2. 
 Percentage pass in 3.1 was 61% and 3.2 at 47%. Poor performance 
in question 3.2 was partly due failure to understand graph because 
of scale. 
The graph below shows the performance in 3.1 1and 3.2 which was 
61% and 61% respectively as from Rasch sample. 
 

                  
 

   
 
(b) Why the questions poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 

indicate common errors committed by candidates in this question, and 
any misconceptions. 

3 Overall performance for question 3 is 54% pass rate which is also not a 
good performance for Data Handling question. There are a few that 
obtained zero in the question.  
The performance in 3.1 was belter at 61% and poor in 3.2 at 47% was 
the challenging that was best on graph of unemployment rate. 
Performance mainly caused by the failure of the candidates to 
understand what is asked. E.g. 3.1.1. show how a value was 
calculated. Some also add the value that they have to show.  

  
3.1 3.1.1  Well answered.  
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Most candidates could correctly read data and show the value 
from the table while others were adding the value they have to 
show.. 

   
 3.1.2 Poorly answered. Variety of reasons were given by candidates but 

the marking guidelines would not allow them. E.g. The actual 
workplace values differ from those in the table because other 
workers were working from home due to COVID restrictions. 
The correct answer  was about rounding or the value are given in 
ten thousands. 

   
 3.1.3 Most identified the correct value but could not write it in ten 

thousands. 
 3.1.4 Correctly answered by most candidates. It was question that 

had many possible answers as it required one example of a job 
that cannot be done by working from home. 

 3.1.5 Well answered  
Mean concept understood very well. 
The issue of rounding seems is still a problem 

3.2  The performance in this question is at 47% which is below 
average 

 3.2.1  A fairly answered sub question. 
 3.2.2 Well answered except for few who could not  understand  that the 

question required to determine the number or unemployed people 
in the Quarter 3. 

 3.2.3 Poorly answered sub question because candidates were struggled 
to read values from graph in order to determine the increase. The 
issue of scale. 

3.2 3.2.4 Worst poorly answered question in this sub question. Most didn’t 
know where to start which may probable be because of the 
failure to understand the question. 
Most calculated 34,4% instead of 65,5% 

 
(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning 
   Educators must train the candidates to read the given information 

and preamble thoroughly before answering the questions.  
   Questions with tables and figures must be practiced more in the 

classroom to get candidates familiarised with these types of 
questions. 

   Educators must use English as a medium of teaching when 
explaining maths literacy questions, to enable candidates to get 
used to some key vocabulary in maths literacy and life in general 
since maths literacy questions are based on everyday life 
occurring’s.  

   Mathematical literacy Educators must attend memo discussions to 
present possible different candidates’ responses and approaches. 
These memo discussions develop teachers especially the novice 
teachers. 
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   Candidates must be exposed to many different scenarios of 
different context both familiar and unfamiliar context. 

   Must go out of the box of grade 12 work, emphasize connectivity 
and/or integration of previous grades work versus the current 
grade’s work. 

   Candidates must be exposed to different type of questions in 
calculations of the mean, using the mean in calculation and as 
well same to be applied to other concept of data handling. 

   Educators must adapt on tactful reinforcing the concepts than 
drilling the concepts, so that the candidates could have an open 
mind on answering questions 

 
(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of 

candidates and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, 
teacher development etc. 

   Candidates must be made aware not to use the “%” on their 
calculators when they see “100%” but rather treat it as a unit and 
add it to their final answer at the end of their simplification. 

   Candidates must be reminded by educators that whole is 100%. If 
you are given that 34,4% was the unemployment rate for Quarter 2 
to determine the rate of employed one has to use 100%-34,4% = 
65,6%. 
So that if 34,4% is represented by 7,6 million unemployed  
Then the employed 65,6% will be 14 493 023 
This is a question that could be solved using ratios as one of the 
methods. 

   
(e) Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors and teacher 

development 
   Candidates must be taught different scenarios of using 

percentages. 
Candidates continue to struggle to handle large numbers despite 
questions are on use of large numbers. For example, use of millions, 
billions and trillion in questions.  Educators need to emphasize this 
section. 
Working with numbers written in words and to convert them to 
numbers with zeros 



QUESTION 4 
 
Section 2: Comment on candidates’ performance in individual questions (It is 
expected that a comment will be provided for each question on a separate 
sheet). 
 
(a) General comment in the performance of candidates in the specific 

question. Was the question well answered or poorly answered? 
 The performance in question was at 44% in 4.1 and 47% in sub-question 4,2. This 

translated in 45% pass. This was the worst performed as from the sample. 
 The details of the errors as observed from the marking are explained below according 
to sub-questions. 
 The graph is a representation of the results of the sample. 

 

                      
 

 
(a) Why the questions poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 

indicate common errors committed by candidates in this question, and 
any misconceptions. 

4.1  New way of asking taxation was confusing to the candidates even 
though it was the easiest way. It showed that the teaching is not 
emphasizing the understanding of the concepts. 

 4.1.1. Candidates are familiar with annual tax table, but not the 
monthly table. 
Couldn’t follow BODMAS after substitution to simplify the brackets 
first. 
Others had wrong substitutions. 

 4.1.2. Couldn’t see that the question was a follow up from 4.1.1. so, they 
repeat 4.1.1 in 4.1.2 before they continued. 
Most got confused and didn’t know where to start and end. 

 4.1.3. Different responses were written by candidates but most 
understood the concept of probability. Answers included 0; or 0% 
or impossible or 0

3
 

   
4.2  Question performed at 47% slightly better than 4.1 but still below 

average indicates poor performance in the whole question. 
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 4.2.1 Mostly identified and correctly wrote the number in words while 
others had a language issue. 
Others had difficulty in differentiating between millions, thousands 
and hundreds 

 4.2.2 Ratios not put in correct order and even if correct values, they 
continue working and therefore lose marks. It was not asked to 
simplify the ratio and some went ahead to. This indicated that 
candidates do not read with understanding. 

 4.2.3 Concept of the median understood and answered well. Those got 
it wrong was their failure to not arrange data before finding the 
median. 

 4.2.4 Working with data represented in Pie Charts is still a challenge to 
many 

 4.2.5 A fairly answered question, a few candidates who knew the 
formula of IQR and substituted correctly. 
Most candidates did not remember the formula or could not 
substitute in the formula for IQR correctly.  
Changing the subject of the formula challenged some leading to 
a wrong answer despite correct substitution. Was for very few 

 4.2.6 This question was removed as it was unanswerable. 
 4.2.7 Candidates struggled to determine the probability as a % from 

the values given. Percentage calculations still a problem to 
many.  

 
(c)   Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and 

Learning 
  
  Teachers to practice candidates with formulae substitutions extensively 

with various subjects to drill them understanding the relationship of the 
formulations. 

  Explaining to candidates the importance of having their own calculators 
and timeously to practice its use. 

  Teaching taxation in a way that learners understand the concepts. 
  
(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of 

candidates and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, 
teacher development etc. 

  New educators must be trained by subject advisors with the latest NSC 
papers at various levels in line with the Chief marker’s reports published 
from time to time so as to fill the gaps in candidate attainment. 

  Special mention in addressing the logical questions and how to answer 
them to be emphasized with worked out exercises 

  Subject advisors and educators are urged to intervene with the latest 
model of questions and to use the CAPS document in aligning the 
exercises frame worked for using in classrooms 

  In the areas of candidates with language barriers to address with special 
attention in understanding the concepts and additional exercises to be 
used for the candidates to get familiar to adopt the situation. 
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(e) Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors and teacher 
development 

 Subject advisors must moderate common / school framed assessments 
set by educators before administering so as to minimize the wide gap 
among common understanding on various issues highlighted above. 

  
QUESTION 5  
(a) General comment in the performance of candidates in the specific 

question. Was the question well answered or poorly answered? 
 At 52% the question was averagely answered. The sub question 5.1 was 

performed better at 64% and the 5.2 at 44% pulled down the question 5 
percentage. The graphs of performance are shown below. 
 

 

 
 

   
(b) Why the questions poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 

indicate common errors committed by candidates in this question, and 
any misconceptions. 

 5.1.1. Fairly answered. Candidates were able to write down the 
province that contributed the most. it was a question that 
required to read the line graphs. 

 5.1.2 Poor interpretation of the question. 
The concept of the ratios was ignored by the learners, they 
used 4% instead of using all the total percentages of the 
provinces and they didn’t convert the word form of billion to 
numerical form 

 5.1.3 Well answered 
Candidates were able to see the transport sector for KZN of a 
12% line. 

 5.1.4 Well answered 
Candidates were able to identify the concept of range 

 5.15 Well answered 
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Candidates were able to identify the province which 
contributed the most 

 5.1.6 Poorly answered 
Candidates were unable to interpret the two-way table for 
exchange rates. 

5.2   
 5.2.2 Fairly answered 

Candidates were unable to work out fractions and exchange 
rate given in the form of a table not in the form of a ratio 

 5.2.3  Fairly answered 
Candidates were confused by the exchange rate given in two 
columns in the table and ended up using wrong exchange rate 

 5.2.4 Fairly answered 
Candidates were unable to make a distinction in weak and 
strong currency 

 5.2.5 Poorly answered question. 
They used wrong principal amount. 
Conversion of years to months and vice versa is a challenge. 
Identification of the principal amount and the conversion of 8 
months to years. 
Difference between simple interest and compound interest is a 
challenge 

   
(c) Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and 

Learning. 
   Exposure to fractions and its simplifications. 
   Multiple graphs interpretations. 
   Exchange rate exposure in a ratio and two-way table 

Conversion 
   doing more questions and emphasis on conversions and 

correct substitution. Candidates to be trained in all types of 
conversions both ways as well as the exchange rate 
calculations. 
Need to emphasize the importance of usage of units at all 
levels in every calculation 

(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of 
candidates and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, 
teacher development etc. 

   Failing to do conversion 
   Failing to interpret graphs 
   Unable to determine interest without the use of the formula. 
(e) Any other comments useful to teachers, subject advisors and teacher 

development. 
   Emphasis on calculations of interests without formula and other 

related questions of capital and finance.  
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