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SECTION 1: (General overview of Learner Performance in the question paper as a 
whole) 
 

The average learner performance in this paper is 48 % based on the 100 scripts 
analysis. Question 1 (Social Problems), Question 2 (Central teachings and Normative 
sources) and Question 3(Internal differentiation and normative sources) were 
relatively well answered and was popular amongst the candidates. The scores in 
Question 1, 2 and 3 were respectively   54%, 31 %, 38 %. Questions that were poorly 
answered by the candidates and were not so popular were Question 4 and Question 5. 
Candidates score in these questions were    15% and 8%.   

 
SECTION 2: Comment on candidates� performance in individual questions 
 

QUESTION 1 

a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
Was the question well answered or poorly answered?   

 Question 1 was the most popular question amongst the candidates almost 95% of the 
candidates chose this question. There was on average a fair performance in this question 
and the average score of 100 scripts analysis was 54   %. 

 
b) Why the question was poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 

indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any 
misconceptions. 

Question 1.1 The candidates just listed the factors contributing to substance abuse there 
was no explanation and that disadvantage some of the candidates. During our memo 
discussion it was made clear that the markers should allocate a maximum of 4 marks 
should a candidate name the factors without explaining them. 
Question 1.2 Candidates listed most of the symptoms but did not discuss it and therefore 
got low marks. 
Question 1.3 Some candidates did not stick to one religion and others used religious 
teachings example the 10 commandments but not relevant to substance abuse. 
Question 1.4 Candidates answered this question very well and some candidates score full 
marks in this question.    
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c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning 
Suggestions for improvement in relation to teaching and learning: 

 revision  

 repetition 

 Past question papers 
Educators must guide the candidates as to how to answer questions from previous 
question papers and guide candidates step by step on how to answer specific questions. 

  
(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners 

and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher 
development etc. 

Subject advisors must work with cluster leaders and educators as a team so that they 
could conduct quarterly workshops in order to help new schools with regards to the 
content gaps. The subject advisors can please assist these candidates with past question 
papers and avail themselves to set up afternoon classes and extra classes with a team of 
expert educators to assist. 
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QUESTION 2 

(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
Was the question well answered or poorly answered?   

 Question 2 was one of the  popular question amongst the candidates, almost 80% of the 
candidates chose this question. There was on average a weak or poor performance in 
this question and the average score of 100 scripts analysis was 31  %. 

 
(b) Why the question was poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 

indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any 
misconceptions. 

Question 2.1.1 A few candidates did not understand or did not separate the two concepts 
reward and punishment. They generalize when they discussed the concepts but not with 
reference to central teachings of one religion. 
Question 2.1.2 some candidates failed to discuss the role and origin of evil. They 
overlapped the two concepts. 
Question 2.2 Candidates answered this question poorly. They were not able to give the 
role of hermeneutical principles instead they named and explained the hermeneutical 
principles. 
Question 2.3 Candidates had a challenge to compare the role of sacred text in Abrahamic 
and non-Abrahamic religions therefore they just gave the role of sacred text of 
Abrahamic religions. 
 
(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning 
It was evident that in some center�s candidates found it challenging to discuss the central 
teaching. It was clear that the candidates could name and explain the hermeneutical 
principles but found it very challenging to state the role of hermeneutical principles. 
 
(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners 
and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher 
development etc. 
Make sure that candidates know the role of the hermeneutical principles as a normative 
source by using past examination papers. Use the examination guidelines to help the 
candidates to understand Central teachings as it is clear and to the point in the 
examination guidelines.   
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QUESTION 3 

(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific question. 
Was the question well answered or poorly answered?   

 Candidates performed fairly in this question scoring an average mark of 38%. 

(b) Why the question was poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 
indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any 
misconceptions. 

Question 3.1 Name the two branches within one religion. Candidates did not name the 
religion and some did not name the two branches and that caused them to forfeit 4 marks 
just for not naming the two branches of the religion.  
Question 3.2 Candidates in strong center�s scored good marks in this question but 
candidates from weaker center�s just generalized as to what the term inspiration entails.  
Question 3.3 When reading the response from candidates it was clear that some candidates 
had a good idea about sacred books but when looking at the answer in the marking 
guideline it was clear they did not answer in the context of religion but general knowledge. 

(c) Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning 
It is imperative that old question papers are used so that candidates will get a good idea of 
the way in which questions were asked. 
 

(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners 
and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher 
development etc. 

Educators should assist learners in interpretation skill and how to approach answering of 
questions based on normative sources. Short class test of 15 to 20 marks on a Friday 
regarding challenging topics taken from previous year�s question papers. 
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QUESTION 4 

(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific 
question. Was the question well answered or poorly answered?   

 Although this question was not a popular question there was an average of poor 
performance in this question and the average score of 100 scripts analysis was 15 %. 
 

 
(b) Why the question was poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 

indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any 
misconceptions. 

Question 4.1.1 Candidates answered this question very well. This type of question was 
asked numerous times before and one could see from the response of candidates that they 
were prepared for this question. 
Question 4.1.2 Candidates could write about the Big Bang Theory but not the facts of the 
Big Bang theory. 
Question 4.1.3 This question was answered very well from candidates who came from 
strong centres. 
Question 4.2 was poorly answered, candidates could not discuss the impact of the 
geocentric and heliocentric theories on the church. 
  
(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning 
 Educators must use past examination question papers to assist learners on how to 
answer questions on the topic �Religion and Science� especially why Abrahamic religions 
reject Darwin�s theory, facts about Big Bang Theory and the impact of the geocentric 
and heliocentric theories on the church.   

  
(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners 

and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher 
development etc. 

In general, the biggest challenge for learners remains the lack of textbook knowledge, 
poor language and not being able to answer higher order questions. Assist leaners to 
identify key action verbs in the questions in order to have a better understanding of what 
is actually being asked.  
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QUESTION 5 

(a) General comment on the performance of learners in the specific 
question. Was the question well answered or poorly answered?   

 Question 5 was not a popular question amongst the candidates. There was on average a 
very weak performance in this question and the average score of 100 scripts analysis was   
8%. Although, this was not a popular question, candidates from strong centres did well 
in this question.  

 
(b) Why the question was poorly answered? Also provide specific examples, 

indicate common errors committed by learners in this question, and any 
misconceptions. 

Question 5.1.1 was poorly answered. This was a knowledge-based question that tested 
textbook content. Candidates were unable to give the correct answers which indicated 
that they do not study textbook content. 
Question 5.1.2 was poorly answered. This was a 12-mark question, candidates had to 
name and discuss secular worldviews. Candidates were unable to answer higher cognitive 
order questions. 
Question 5 .2 Was poorly answered. Candidates struggled to list guiding principles of 
ACRL organisation. 
Question 5.3 Candidates failed to name and discuss other interreligious organisations.  
 

 

(c)  Provide suggestions for improvement in relation to Teaching and Learning 
Many candidates do not perform well as they do not read the question properly. 
Educators should prepare their learners on questions about interreligious organizations. 
One of the best ways in preparing their learners to answer questions on interreligious 
organizations is to use examples from past examination question papers.  

  
(d) Describe any other specific observations relating to responses of learners 

and comments that are useful to teachers, subject advisors, teacher 
development etc. 

Knowledge about interreligious organizations and guiding principles of this 
organizations should be improved upon in the classroom. Educators should always refer 
back to past examination question papers and previous grades content when preparing 
learners for the examination. 
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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION   
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 

This question paper consists of FIVE questions. 
 
Answer any THREE questions. 
 
Start EACH question on a NEW page. 
 
Read ALL the questions carefully. 
 
Number the answers correctly according to the numbering system used in this 
question paper. 
 
The length of your answers must be in accordance with the marks allocated to 
each question. 
 
Write neatly and legibly. 
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QUESTION 1 
 
Read the article below and answer the questions that follow. 

  

 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 
Substance abuse is an enormous social problem in South Africa, as elsewhere, and it 
is increasing every day. Alcohol, marijuana (dagga), cocaine, tik and heroin are some 
of the most frequently used substances in this country, according to the South African 
Depression and Anxiety Group (SADAG). 
 
'Given some of the frightening statistics on substance abuse in the country, there is an 
urgent need to educate people on the dangers and treatment available,' says Marna 
Acker, an occupational therapist at Akeso Clinic, Nelspruit (Mbombela). 
                                                                      

                                                                           [Source: www.co.za/MyNetcare2018/06] 

  

 
1.1 Explain FIVE factors that contribute to substance abuse.  (10) 

 
1.2 Discuss SIX symptoms of a person addicted to drugs or alcohol. (12) 

 
1.3 With reference to any ONE religion you have studied, discuss its teachings  

regarding substance abuse.   
 
(14) 
 

1.4 Suggest practical strategies that religious communities can use in order to 
overcome substance abuse. 

 
(14) 

  [50] 
 
QUESTION 2   
 
2.1 With reference to the central teachings of any ONE religion that you have 

studied, answer the following questions: 
  

 
 2.1.1 Discuss the concept of reward and punishment. 

 
 (12) 

 2.1.2 Discuss the origin and role of evil.               (12) 
 
2.2 What is the role of hermeneutical principles in the interpretation of sacred 

texts? 
 

  
(14) 

2.3 Compare the role of sacred texts in Abrahamic and non-Abrahamic religions.  (12) 
   [50] 
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QUESTION 3 
 
Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow. 

  

 
All religions started as a solid monolithic unity, but due to some differences in 
teachings, practices and governance, they all have many internal differences. 

  
                                                                                    [Adapted from Religion Studies Grade 12, Steyn] 

  

 
3.1 Name any TWO branches within ONE religion, and compare the internal 

differences that exist under the following headings: 
  

 
 3.1.1 

 
3.1.2 

Differences in practices 
 
Differences in governance 

 (16) 
 
(12) 

 
3.2 Discuss the importance of inspiration in the context of religion.  (10) 
 
3.3 Discuss the development of any ONE sacred book from any religion you have 

studied. 
  

(12) 
[50] 

 
QUESTION 4   
 
4.1 Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow.   
 

The late German-born physicist Albert Einstein believed that science without 
religion was lame, and religion without science was blind. But the debate over 
whether science and religion can co-exist has been going on since the dawn 
of mankind and continues to divide opinion even today.    

  
                                                                [Source: www.ineos.com/INCH magazine/Nov2014] 

  

 
 4.1.1 Explain why Abrahamic religions have rejected Darwin's theory of 

evolution.    
      

  
(14) 

 4.1.2 Write SEVEN facts about the Big Bang theory.  
 

 (14) 

 4.1.3 Evaluate the response of any ONE of the following religions to the 
Big Bang Theory:  

 
 Bahá'i faith 
 Taoism 
 Hinduism 

  
 
 
 
 
(12) 

 
4.2 Discuss the impact of the geocentric and heliocentric theories on the church.  (10) 
   [50] 
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QUESTION 5   
 
5.1 Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow.   
 
 Religion does not play such an important role in modern society as it did in 

the past. This is because in modern societies, religious institutions do not hold 
the same power and influence that they had hundreds of years ago. Today 
there are many people who hold secular world views. In other words, they do 
not hold a particular religious belief or belong to a religious community. 
 

                                                    [Source: Focus on Religion Studies, Grade 12] 

  

 
 5.1.1 Discuss the factors that led to the development of Western secular 

thinking. 
  

(12) 
 

 5.1.2 Name any ONE secular world view and discuss its teachings.  (12) 
 
5.2 The African Council of Religious Leaders was founded in 2002 and is the 

largest and most representative multireligious platform in Africa. List FIVE 
guiding principles of this organisation. 

  
 
(10) 
 

5.3 The Parliament of the World's Religions is just one interreligious organisation. 
Name ONE OTHER interreligious organisation and discuss its successes and 
failures. 

  
 
(16) 

   [50] 
    
                                                                                                  TOTAL:  150 
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